Jeanine Creek big Pan Am surprise -.... ...

By JERRY GARRETT
AP Sports Writer

SAN JUAN. Peerto Rico (AP)
= United States swimmers
continue their destruction of the
competition and the record
books at the V1I1 Pan Amenican

| Games, but the ballooning Us.

medal counl goL SomMe UNEX-
pected heip from a 14-year-old
Eymnast.

Jeamme Creek, who enters
high school this fall in Great
Falls, Mont., surprised a con-
fident Canadian squad with a
stlver medal i1ndividual
performance n the free ex-
ercise Thursday.

Gymnastics is a sport the
Americans almost have written
off in these Games, sending
only their second-and third-
team athletes The best .5,
gympasts stayed home to
prepare for mare important in-
ternaional competitions that
viihize Otympic rules. which the
Pan Am Games do not.

As a result, gymnastics has
lost its appeal as a glamor
event In the Pan Ams.

In Creek's event, there
weren't even enough other U5
cOmpeLIlors Lo constitute a team
for overall scoring purpeses.

“It's really a eredit to our
kids in gymnastics,” saida US.
team spokesman. “They came
in nere straight {rom the World
{rials, where they were under
tremendous pressure, and had
Lo learn thewr whole compulsory
exercise I oné practice —

- Monday.

“That they did s0 well is a

' tremendous compliment o

them. Jeanine was beautiful.”
20 was the performance of the
swimmers, from whom ex-
cellence almost 13 demanded at
these hemspherie Olympics.

At Mexco City four years
ago, the US. swmimmers took
the good medal m all but two
Swimming races. This time,
they are gut to get all of them.
And through 16 events, they
have 16 gold medals and 16 Pan
Am Games records

The suspected weakest links
In the chain come up tompght.
Jesse Vassallo, upset Thursday
might by teammate Peter Rocea
in 200-meter backstroke, has to
beat world record holder
Graham Smith of Canada in the
200-meter individual mediey to
keep alve hopes of a U.§,
sweep.

In the women's 200-meter
breaststroke, the US hopes
ride on two little-known swim-
mers. Patty Spees, of Qakland,
Calf., and Repee Laravie of
Daytona, Ohio, while
breaststroke specialists Tami
Paumier and Tracy Caulking st
out.
Caulkins, of Nashville, Tenn.,
makes her final Games ap-
pearance tomght in the 400-
meter freestyle, in which she
faces teammate Cynthia
Woodhead of Riverside, Calil

Caulkins hopes for five gold
medals here were dashed
Tueaday mght when Paumier
edged her in the 100-meter
breastsiroke She "has three
golds and a silver entering
tomght's competition.

But Woodhead, with Lhree
events (o go suill was hopeful of
runmng her gold medal count
from two to five

Rowdy Gaines of Winter Park
and Linda Jezek, Los Altos,

Calif., were also competing to-
day for their thurd gold medals
in swimmung — he 1o the 800
freestyle relay, she in the 200
backstroke.
In all, the swimmers earned
six golds Thursda
Tom Peterson of Tacoma,
Wash,, accounted for the
seventh US. gold Thursday
with s second gold-winmng
n the
ot sating loal
The mggest problems the
Americans may Encounter 1n
Eome events 1s overconfidence,
aince thewr 34 gold medals
through the Games' first four
days s more than that of the
other 33 countries combined.
Overconlidence may have
been what took over the
vapnted US. men's basketball
team. The Amencans blew
three 14-point leads Thursday
night agamst Brazl, and barely
held on for an 82-78 victory
betund 17 points by Kentucky's
lim Macy.
two previous US
victories in the round-robin
tourney had been routs.

The Americans were trailing |

at halfume by two poiInts
Thursday might Branl
threatened to win until the very

end, but its chances soflered a
setback when Michael de Souza
fouled out with only 305 re
maining He paced the
Branhans with 23 points.

US. archers appeared certain
ol wictory today m their long-
running competition FRod
Baston, of Bossier Cuty, La .,

Friday, July & 1979

had a big lead in individual
shooling.

A huge slate of activity was
sheeduled today. the businest so
far in the two weeks of these
Games Rain most of the day
Thursday added to the schedule
because a number of cutdoors
events were posiponed.
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